Journal of Childhood Literacy and

A double blind peer-reviewed journal

Societal Issues

Journal of Childhood
Literacy and Societal Issues

ISSN Online: 3006-7871
ISSN Print: 3006-7863

The Crucial Role of School Libraries in Influencing Children’s Literacy and Learning

Michéle 1. Ernst ',

!"Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha, Facultad de Educacién de Toledo, Campus Fabrica de Armas, Avda. Carlos

111, s/n, 45071, Toledo, Spain.

Corresponding Author: ' ernst.michele@uclm.esy,

ARTICLE INFO

Keywords: Literacy habits,
educational technologies,
information literacy,

systematic review

Vol: 02 No: 01 2023
Page Range: 32 to 39

This is an open access article
under the CC BY-SA license.
Copyright © 2022 by Author.
Published by Centre for
Children Literacy and Lifelong
Learning

ABSTRACT

This systematic review delves into the pivotal role of school libraries in shaping
children's literacy and learning outcomes. Drawing upon a comprehensive
analysis of relevant literature, this study explores the multifaceted impact of
school libraries on students' academic achievements, cognitive development, and
lifelong learning skills. The review synthesizes findings from empirical studies,
theoretical frameworks, and practical interventions to elucidate the diverse ways
in which school libraries contribute to fostering literacy-rich environments and
promoting educational success. Key themes addressed include the significance of
library resources, such as books, digital media, and educational technologies, in
enhancing literacy skills and facilitating information literacy. Moreover, the
review examines the role of school librarians as educators, collaborators, and
advocates for literacy, highlighting their influence on promoting reading culture,
supporting curriculum integration, and fostering a love for lifelong learning
among students. Additionally, the review explores the importance of equitable
access to library resources and the impact of library programs on marginalized
and underserved student populations. Through a critical synthesis of existing
literature, this systematic review provides valuable insights for educators,
policymakers, and stakeholders seeking to harness the full potential of school
libraries as catalysts for children's literacy development and academic success.

Content from this work may be used under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License that allows others to share the work with an acknowledgment
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Introduction
School libraries stand as bastions of knowledge and imagination within educational institutions,
offering a wealth of resources and opportunities for students to explore, learn, and grow (Harvey,
2017). Despite the dominance of digital technologies, school libraries continue to play a crucial
role as essential hubs for literacy, research, and intellectual development (Todd, 2017). This
comprehensive exploration delves into the multifaceted role of school libraries, examining their
importance in fostering a love for reading, supporting academic endeavors, promoting
information literacy, and nurturing a vibrant learning community.
The concept of school libraries traces its roots back to ancient civilizations, where repositories of
knowledge, such as the Library of Alexandria, symbolized the pursuit of wisdom and
enlightenment (Eisenberg & Berkowitz, 2017). In more recent history, the establishment of
formalized school libraries gained momentum during the 19th century, coinciding with the
expansion of public education systems (Kuhlthau, 2015). Pioneers like Melvil Dewey
championed the organization and accessibility of library collections, laying the groundwork for
modern library practices (Hartzell, 2018).
The evolution of school libraries
Over the decades, school libraries have evolved in response to technological advancements,
changing educational paradigms, and shifting societal needs (Haycock, 2017). From traditional
repositories of printed materials, they have transformed into dynamic learning spaces that
embrace digital resources, multimedia materials, and interactive technologies (Lance & Kachel,
2018). The integration of computers, internet connectivity, and online databases has expanded
the scope of information accessible to students, facilitating research, collaboration, and creativity
(American Library Association, 2018).
Importance of School Libraries

1. Promoting Literacy and Love for Reading:
School libraries play a pivotal role in promoting literacy and cultivating a love for reading
among students (Krashen, 2016). By offering a diverse array of books, magazines, newspapers,
and other reading materials, they cater to varied interests and reading levels, encouraging
students to explore new genres, authors, and topics (Merga, 2019). Through storytelling sessions,
book clubs, and reading initiatives, librarians foster a culture of reading that extends beyond the
confines of the classroom, nurturing lifelong readers (Morris, 2018).

2. Supporting academic endeavors:
School libraries serve as extensions of the classroom and provide invaluable support for
academic endeavors (Todd, 2015). They supplement curriculum materials with resources that
deepen students’ understanding of subjects, catering to diverse learning styles and abilities
(Haycock & Todd, 2010). Whether through reference materials, textbooks, or multimedia
resources, libraries offer students the tools they need to excel academically, undertake research
projects, and engage in self-directed learning (Lance & Loertscher, 2019).

3. Fostering Information Literacy:
In an era of information overload, the role of school libraries in fostering information literacy has
become increasingly important (American Association of School Librarians, 2018). Librarians
serve as guides, helping students navigate the vast sea of information available online and offline
(Kachel & Lance, 2018). They teach essential research skills, such as effective search strategies,
critical evaluation of sources, and proper citation practices, empowering students to become
discerning consumers and creators of information (Eisenberg & Berkowitz, 2018).

4. Cultivating critical thinking and inquiry:
School libraries serve as incubators for critical thinking and intellectual inquiry (Todd &
Kuhlthau, 2016). They provide spaces where students can explore diverse perspectives, question
assumptions, and engage in meaningful dialogue (Kruger & Strydom, 2019). Through exposure
to literature, primary sources, and multimedia materials, students develop the analytical skills
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necessary to evaluate complex issues, form reasoned opinions, and participate in informed
discourse (Kuhlthau et el., 2015).

5. Nurturing a Vibrant Learning Community:
Beyond their role as repositories of knowledge, school libraries function as vibrant hubs of
learning and community engagement (Harvey & Ritchie, 2018). They host a variety of events,
such as author visits, book fairs, literacy workshops, and educational exhibitions, that enrich the
educational experience and foster connections among students, teachers, parents, and the broader
community (Haycock, 2018). By cultivating a sense of belonging and intellectual curiosity,
libraries contribute to a school culture that values lifelong learning and personal growth (Todd &
Kubhlthau, 2017).
While school libraries hold immense potential as catalysts for educational enrichment, they also
face various challenges that threaten their effectiveness and sustainability (Oberg, 2017). Limited
funding, staffing shortages, outdated facilities, and unequal access to resources are among the
most pressing issues confronting school libraries today (Lance & Hofschire, 2018). Additionally,
the rapid pace of technological change presents both opportunities and challenges, requiring
libraries to adapt to new modes of information delivery while ensuring equitable access for all
students (American Library Association, 2019).
Research Objectives
The study is intended to explore;

- Role of school libraries in fostering information literacy

- Effectiveness of libraries in cultivating critical thinking and inquiry

- Role of school library in promoting leisure reading and love of literacy
The objectives have been achieved by identify, filtering and selecting relevant and updated
studies related to the topic under study.
Review of Literature
Three researchers used three debates to collect valid data from Alex, Zoxy, and Dara. It was
collected in two semesters at the university between 2012 and 2013. This study aims to
understand the future relationship between students and library outcomes. This study results that
there is important role of libraries in increasing knowledge in student's learning and libraries
have importance in learning and reading than other resources of learning. Competing with
present technology, libraries are developing their resources and materials. This article shows that
only 20 percent of students use advanced technology, and the rest use libraries to gain knowledge
(Clasing et al., 2016).
Three librarians conducted this research and the goal of this study is to establish a connection
between literacy, students' learning, education, and the future outcomes of students' learning. Its
focus is on how libraries affect students' learning and its impacts. This study shows the different
types of libraries and their role in developing knowledge at a societal level. We conduct this
study to explore how libraries can contribute to Nigerians' aspirations in education, leadership,
business, and other areas. This study also focuses on Nigeria's economic and social issues and
how they can be overcome in the future. Awareness among students at the present time can prove
beneficial for them. So for good learning, there needs to be more libraries. Libraries play a great
role in inspiring students' intellects through reading and learning. And for positive benefits, there
is also a need for libraries that have good and informative material. This study concludes that
libraries play a more critical role in students' learning and education than lectures using other
technology (Agustina et al., 2021).
Anitha B. from Vidyodaya and Dr. Rajesh Libertarian of BVB's GIPSL Academy conducted this
study. This research study shows that we need skilled students for the future, and it is possible
when our students have resources for learning and enough material to seek knowledge. They
prefer school libraries because they are important resources that can help students become more
skilled and develop their intellectual capabilities. Libraries develop digital knowledge and assist
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them in their studies. Learning and gaining more field-related knowledge can lead to the
development of all types of skills and leadership, making libraries the first step in fostering
learning habits. Libraries serve as a hub for increasing students' knowledge at the school level.
Libraries are beneficial for the future, too. This research relies on ethical resources (Patel &
Anitha, 2022).

In this study, it is tried to know the importance of libraries in student learning and gaining
knowledge. Gairi (University of Maryland) and Hermann Mauerer (Graz University of
Technology) conducted the research. The purpose of this study is to learn about the role of school
libraries in learning. The researcher used the example of an attractive and cultural library in
Alexandria, which was an attraction for the students to learn more. This study shows how
libraries play a role in getting information and knowledge. This study focuses on the
development of digital libraries, which can prove beneficial for students learning and teaching.
Libraries are an inspiration to students and scholars. second, libraries play a cultural role, and
third, these serve in a societal role between people to contact one another. Data collection
involves the use of electronic resources. This study aims to identify and explore how digital
libraries impact teachers' and students's learning and education. We use tables to identify all
study processes.

In this research paper, scholars Sheila Cirral and Liz Jolly consider libraries as a core for
learning, teaching, and conducting research. In 2005, BOOPHY, another scholar, also talked
about the fact the fact that libraries exist for effective learning in all forms at the higher or
secondary level. In 2018, researchers collected 47 abstracts from various countries for prediction;
they accepted 24 of these abstracts, but only used 18 for data collection. The research shows
libraries have a vital role in learning, education, and policymaking. While one can learn in any
peaceful place, libraries play a crucial role in providing informative and beneficial learning
environments. libraries work as teachers. In this research paper, many examples are used to
identify the role of libraries in literacy and knowledge. Cabhill et al. (2022) worked on this topic.
Results and Discussion

Mwajuma Vuzo conducted this research in 2022 at the University of Dar e Salam in Tanzania. In
this research, the scholar focuses on the point that learning and reading books improves students'
English skills. The aim of this study is to examine how teachers and students use libraries to
improve their English linguistic skills. The addition of a library is essential to expanding
linguistic skills. Tanzania mandates English as a compulsory subject, and the researcher believes
that reading can enhance English skills. Given the scarcity of libraries in schools, Tanzania
should establish new libraries to meet the needs of both students and teachers. The rest of the
libraries do not have interesting content that students could read with interest. The data is
collected through interviews, focus groups, debates and experiences. Twelve English teachers
and librarians expressed their willingness to expand the scope of libraries (Vuzo, 2022).

Libraries always promote literacy and create a learning environment. Libraries provide free
access to all kinds of information, whether in writing, audio, or electronic form. It provides study
material for all ages, which attracts people towards itself, and they start learning from it. They
embrace the social responsibility to offer services that bridge economic, political, and social
barriers. Libraries assist people to find authorized information on any topic that causes lifelong
learning for a person, including literacy enhancement, individual research, critical thinking,
recreation, informed citizenship, creative imagination, and ultimately empowerment in a very
complex world. This paper shows how libraries, public information services, and different NGO
resources help people learn different things in general.

This study basically tells us how primary school libraries affect students' attitudes towards
reading for pleasure when they enter high school. A survey was done in which 276 students in
their first year of high school participated and were asked about primary school libraries. We
asked them to self-identify as avid readers, infrequent readers, or non-readers.
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Students were very positive about primary school libraries, but they were against reading in a
noisy environment. Those students who have libraries in primary school were more positive
about reading for pleasure, while those who don't have libraries in primary schools were less
positive. That research also shows that family background and encouragement of reading have an
impact on students' habits of reading for pleasure (McKirdy, 2021).

This paper includes a research project about the impact of libraries in schools across four home
nations in the UK, as well as a check on the contribution of libraries or librarians as learning
resources. This paper also discusses the pilot phases of research adopted in American studies and
UK literacy research and their advantages and disadvantages. For this, the analyst selected many
schools from all across the four home nations of the UK, and for that, they started an online
survey of secondary school students in which they asked the students about the contributions of
libraries to their preparedness for university study. The teaching staff, librarians, and a focus
group of school pupils conducted interviews.

After the interviews, they discover that there may be a correlation between better libraries and
good students' attachment to reading information skills. This research also shows that people
should be trained about possible library advocacy actions and policy approaches. One issue was
also identified in that research: students and teachers both have difficulties articulating how they
experience the difference that libraries and librarians contribute.

That research project has some limitations, including the fact that they did not interview those
schools that do not have librarians. They don’t interview those schools that are low-performing;
those schools must be included in that very research (Merrell et al., 2008).

The Center for International Scholarships in School Libraries (CISSL) at Rutgers conducted the
study in 2009. This study shows the standards and works of school libraries in learning about
New Jersey. The research aims to understand how school libraries contribute to learning and
education in Jersey. The data is collected by school library staff, official activities during the
academic year, interviews, and readings related to school librarians. The CISSL (Center for
International Scholarships in School Libraries) at Rutgers conducted the study in 2009. This
study shows the standards and works of school libraries in learning about New Jersey. The
research aims to understand how school libraries contribute to learning and education in Jersey.
The data were collected by school library staff, official activities during the academic year,
interviews, readings related to school librarian websites, debates, and Microsoft Office
applications (Word, PowerPoint, and Excel). This process recognized administrative tasks. The
purpose of this study is to investigate the role of libraries, publications, and student development
in Jersey schools. It is similar to a comparative study that demonstrates the role of the Library of
Jersey in education and learning. This also has the goal of enabling the libraries of Jerseys to
participate effectively in education, improving students' learning by aids, and giving them more
and more opportunities to study (Todd, 2012).

Mahwasane conducted the study in 2017 to investigate the impact of libraries on students'
learning. In this study, the researcher's focus remained on the fact that libraries play an active
role in students' learning. Libraries are often regarded as the third source of education for
students. Libraries provide students with facilities so they can do their work easily. However, the
researcher also expresses his opinion that libraries and websites can act as barriers to students'
learning. Students’s learning is affected if libraries are not furnished and there is a there is a lack
of material that students desire to enhance their learning skills, and the results can be negative.
The researcher in this study employs a contextual and conceptual literature review approach. To
complete this research purpose, he used valid, extensive, and informative literature. He relied on
mixed-media literature. Affiliation between students and the general library is necessary so they
can gain more and more knowledge to complete their projects and assignments (Mahwasane,
2017).
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This study in Nigeria aims to identify resources that affect students' education and check the
quality of the informative resources. Three research papers were introduced, and undergraduate
students in Nigeria participated and solved this questionnaire. For data collection, 373
questionnaires were used. The findings demonstrate that the quality of informative resources has
a significant impact on research. The quality of informative resources also influences students'
academic performance and reading habits. There is also a significant point: in Nigeria, state
libraries should have good material and physical resources so that students can focus on their
studies and learning. An informative study of students will be inspiring if all resources are given
to them (Issa et al., 2009).

This study focuses on the reading habits of students and the resources that can help them with
good learning. The researcher prefers a comfortable place to build up where they can read easily
in routine. Researchers introduce this place in the form of a library. The library is a peaceful
place for learning and seeking knowledge. It instills a desire in students to learn more and keep
learning in order to increase their knowledge. The school library is beneficial for students if it
has all the resources and good material. This study investigates the relationship between students
and their study habits in the library. A research questionnaire collects the data, exploring the
relationship between students, the library, and their learning and reading performance, using
tables and columns for frequency analysis. This research results show that there are no resources
in libraries in secondary schools in Ondo West local government, and libraries aren't used by
students because a lack of interest and poor grades in their studies. This study also concluded that
library students required more time for libraries instead of their school schedules. MICHeal Jato,
Samuel O. Ogguniyi, and Petor Olubiyo from Ademey College conducted this research in 2014
to find out the relationship between students learning performance, their habits, and the resources
that provide them (Mohammed et al., 2018).

This article demonstrates the importance of libraries in the classroom and in enhancing students'
learning. Students reach out to Libertarians for informative material relevant to their field. If a
student of science prefers the library of his own field, he will be able to gain extensive
knowledge about his study only by using the library, and the library will help him to be confident
because of valid scientific knowledge. The study employs a mixed methodology to collect data,
highlighting the beneficial impact of libraries on learning. In this study, researchers focus on the
connection between libraries and students, their increasing knowledge due to extensive library
use, library rules, and their impacts on the students’ literacy. In 2010, a chemist at the University
of Colorado conducted this study to gain insight into the current economic climate. The
chemistry instructor chose to conduct two separate classes, one for students and the other for
faculty members, to learn about the current economic situation. After three years of study, they
discovered how libraries contribute to student learning. They concluded that study in loneliness
effects more students learning instead of grouping study and study at crowded place. The
researcher used the citations to calculate the benefits of getting valid and scientific information
(Bruehl et al., 2015).

The purpose of this study is to investigate how libraries influence students' learning and teaching
in Sabon Gari Local Governance Areas of Kaduna State. Here are two aspects of research: first,
to find the role of libraries in students' learning, and second, to find the challenges that students
face in libraries that affect their reading in Kaduan State at the local government level. The study
employs a survey methodology. This survey was conducted at three schools: Saidu Model
School, Amina Primary Model School, and Kallen Kura School. We called 99 teachers from
these three schools specifically for sampling purposes. We collect data using questionnaires. To
enhance libraries and skills of learning among students, the government should build up more
libraries. In 2021, Yusuf Ashfaq and Musa Idris from Ahmadu Bello University in Zaria, along
with Ailakhu, Ugonnav (the National Open University of Nigeria), focused on the deficiencies in
library facilities, including staffing, funding, and physical infrastructure. They also conducted
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research on the poor condition of libraries, which includes a shortage of computers, books, and
reading material. these challenges. There is no national policy. This study is significant because it
identifies that libraries play a critical role in students' learning and education. This study focuses
on the point that the government should provide physical facilities in libraries for effective
learning (Onwunali et al., 2022).

Conclusion

In conclusion, school libraries are indispensable components of the educational landscape,
serving as vital hubs for literacy, learning, and intellectual growth (Merga & Smith, 2019). As
educators, policymakers, and stakeholders strive to prepare students for success in the 21st
century, investing in robust school library programs becomes increasingly imperative (Haycock
& Totten, 2018). By nurturing a love for reading, fostering information literacy, promoting
critical thinking, and cultivating vibrant learning communities, school libraries empower students
to thrive academically, intellectually, and personally (Todd, Gordon, & Lu, 2016). As guardians
of knowledge and champions of learning, school libraries embody the timeless ideals of

education and enlightenment, shaping the minds and futures of generations to come (Kuhlthau,
2018).
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